Public Information

Meeting

On
Poolesville – Monocacy Roundtable:
Approaches to Address Declining Enrollment 
At
John Poole Middle School, Cafeteria
17014 Tom Fox Avenue, Poolesville, MD
Monday, May 24, 2010

7:30 to 9:00 p.m.


Student enrollment at Monocacy and Poolesville elementary schools has been declining for a number of years.  Due to low enrollment at the two elementary schools, on October 23, 2009, the superintendent of schools recommended the closure of Monocacy Elementary School effective August 2010, and the consolidation of the enrollments of Monocacy and Poolesville elementary schools at Poolesville Elementary School. On November 19, 2009, the Board of Education voted to not adopt the superintendent’s recommendation.  Instead, the Board of Education passed resolutions requesting the superintendent convene a roundtable discussion group, to include representatives from the Poolesville, Clarksburg, and Northwest clusters, to develop approaches to address declining enrollment in the Poolesville cluster. Approaches generated and reviewed by the roundtable discussion group will be forwarded to the superintendent and members of the Board of Education in June, 2010.  Roundtable discussion groups are not decision-making bodies; instead they serve in an advisory role to the superintendent as he develops recommendations.  
The Poolesville – Monocacy Roundtable Discussion Group met from March through May, 2010.  This public information meeting is an opportunity to learn about the approaches developed by the Roundtable and to provide feedback on these approaches. None of the approaches include boundary changes. The approaches developed by the Roundtable can be viewed in advance of this meeting at the following web site. 
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/planning/CommunityInfo_Roundtable.shtml
The report of the Poolesville – Monocacy Roundtable Discussion Group will be posted at the above web site when it is completed.  The superintendent’s recommendation on this matter will be released in mid-October, 2010, and also will be posted on this web site.  The superintendent’s recommendation will be followed by a Board of Education work session in early November, 2010, a public hearing in mid-November, 2010, and action by the end of November, 2010.

Individuals who need accommodations, including sign language interpretation or other special assistance, may contact the Family and Community Partnerships Unit at (301) 279-3100 and TDD (301) 279-3323.
